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This November, Cincinnati Public Schools will place on 
the ballot a renewal levy for a 10-year period, which will 
give the district the ability to strategically plan for 
long-term growth.
The investment of critical resources, especially a renewal 
levy, is essential for CPS to continue to play its vital role in 
the city and region.
The renewal levy generates $65 million annually and 
won’t raise taxes, supporting the district's ability to 
maintain smaller, student-centric classrooms; invest in 
innovative curriculum through our Vision 2020 initiative; 
provide access to technology in the classrooms; hire highly 
qualified teachers; and expand opportunities for 
graduates to be prepared beyond high school — enrolled 
in college, enlisted in the military and ultimately employed 
in their chosen careers.
"We are grateful for the sustained support of the 
Cincinnati community, and we believe a 10-year renewal 
levy will provide the financial stability to continue to 
expand opportunities without raising taxes," said Carolyn 
Jones, President of CPS’ Board of Education.
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Strategically Planning for Long-Term Growth

CPS Improving  Academic Achievement 
Cincinnati Public Schools’ commitment to improvement in 
student achievement is producing results, with noteworthy 
gains made in literacy, graduation rate and achievement across 
student groups.
The 2019 District Report Card from the Ohio Department of 
Education — issued in September 2019 with data from the 
2018-19 school year — provides a snapshot of student achieve-
ment at the district and school levels in several categories. The 
Report Card assigns letter grades in each category.
Over the past year, Cincinnati Public Schools has focused on 
improving performance in the Gap Closing category, which 
shows how students in specific subgroups perform in math and 
English Language Arts, and in graduation rate. This score also 
measures how well English-language learners are becoming 
proficient in their new language. CPS’ investments have paid 
off; in 2018-19, the district’s Gap Closing score improved three 
letter grades, earning a B.
A total of 18 schools improved in Gap Closing. Bond Hill 
Academy, College Hill Fundamental Academy and 
Woodford Paideia Academy each achieved an A in this 
category. Aiken New Tech High School and Hughes STEM 
High School climbed two letter grades, each earning a C.
The four-year graduation rate is on the rise, increasing from 
72.9 percent for the Class of 2015 to 77.9 percent for the Class 
of 2018.
Nine schools earned an A for the second consecutive year in 
Gap Closing: Covedale School, Dater Montessori School, 
Evanston Academy, Fairview-Clifton German Language 
School, Hyde Park School, Mt. Airy School, Sands 
Montessori School, Spencer Center for Gifted and 
Exceptional Students and Walnut Hills High School.
“Results like this are due to a lot of planning, strong 
commitment from our teachers and staff, and a laserlike focus 
on student achievement,” Superintendent Laura Mitchell said. 
2018-19 Report Card Overview: 

32 schools increased overall points 
18 schools increased Progress grades 
18 schools improved Gap Closing grades 
14 schools improved overall grades 
11 schools increased K-3 Literacy grades
3 schools improved Achievement grades  
3 schools improved in Graduation rates

 More good news:  
• Three schools each earned an A in the Graduation Rate 

category — Clark Montessori High School, the School for 
Creative and Performing Arts and Walnut Hills High School. 
Earning a B in graduation rate: Shroder Paideia High School 
and Gamble Montessori High School. 

• Two schools improved to an A in the Progress category, which 
calculates growth by all students based on past performances 
—  Carson School and Evanston Academy. Roberts Academy 
hit the A mark for the third consecutive year. 

• Ninety-eight percent of CPS’ third-graders met Ohio’s Third 
Grade Reading Guarantee for promotion to fourth grade. 

• In K-3 Literacy, nine schools, including seven neighborhood 
schools, each earned a B — Chase School, Evanston 
Academy, George Hays-Jennie Porter School, Hyde Park 
School, Fairview-Clifton German Language School, Rockdale 
Academy, Sands Montessori School, Sayler Park School and 
Winton Hills Academy. William H. Taft Elementary School 
earned an A in K-3 Literacy for the second consecutive year.

• Significant improvement was demonstrated in the Algebra 1 
end-of-course exam with scores soaring 15 percentage points 
over last year. 

• Evanston Academy, a neighborhood Vision 2020 school, 
earned an A overall. In the achievement category, which 
measure students’ overall test performance, Evanston jumped 
two letter grades, earning a B.   

• Walnut Hills High School earned an overall grade of A. 
Five schools scored an overall grade of a B: Covedale School, 
Dater Montessori School, Hyde Park School, Kilgour School 
and Sands Montessori School.    

Laura Mitchell, CPS’ superintendent, said Cincinnati 
Public Schools is focused on increasing student outcomes 
and achievement, and “this renewal levy will sustain our 
strategic investments in our classrooms, strengthening 
our neighborhoods.”
Cincinnati Public Schools is growing with 6,018 new 
students since 2012-13, an increase of 20 percent; 64 
percent of students who live within the 91-square-mile 
district attend one of CPS’ 64 schools.
This year, CPS expanded Gamble Montessori High School, 
moved Clifton Area Neighborhood School into a new 
site, and opened a new school, Gamble Montessori 
Elementary School, to continue to offer more choices and 
opportunities to students and families.
The 10-year renewal levy will be on the 
November 5, 2019, ballot.

Learn about CPS’ Strategic Plan at 
cps-k12.org/about-cps/strategic-plan

The Cincinnati Public School District provides equal 
educational, vocational, and employment opportunities for 
all people without regard to race, gender, ethnicity, color, 
age, disability, religion, national origin, creed, sexual 
orientation, or affiliation with a union or professional 
organization, and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts 
and other designated youth groups. The district is in 
compliance with Title VI, Title IX and Section 504 of the 
Vocational Rehabilitation Act. For additional information, 
contact the Title IX Coordinator or Section 504 Student 
Coordinator at (513) 363-0000. TDD# (513) 363-0124.

For more report card details, visit the 
Ohio Department of Education’s website: 
education.ohio.gov 
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CPS Giving More Preschoolers a Strong Start
Kindergarten readiness is a key predictor in future academic 
achievement. Students who are prepared when they enter 
kindergarten are better prepared for success in high school. 
CPS’ kindergartners who attended preschool are 153% more 
likely to be on track on the Kindergarten Readiness Assessment 
in Literacy than students who did not attend a CPS preschool. 
CPS provides high-quality preschool programs and collaborative 
services to support young children and families for lifelong 
learning. We recognize that all children can learn, and that 
preschool children learn best through playful interaction with 
people and learning materials. Our programs provide nurturing 
environments to stimulate children’s social, emotional, cognitive 
and physical development.

Students are Making Gains in Early Literacy 
Students must learn to read so they can read to learn, and 
our third-graders are proving to be strong readers as they enter 
fourth grade. Our approach to early literacy starts with a solid 
foundation in preschool, followed by ongoing supports including 
key interventions. We’re working with parents to help them 
make sure their children improve reading skills at home. 
CPS has increased the proficiency of our third-grade readers 
by 20 percentage points from 2015-16 to 2018-19. 

More Families Choosing Their 
Neighborhood Schools
Vision 2020 is CPS’ comprehensive plan to enhance neighborhood 
schools. Starting this fall, all of our neighborhood schools now offer 
innovative specialty programs similar to what is offered in the 
district’s magnet schools, from fine arts to environmental science, 
to technology to student enterprise. 
Vision 2020 has helped increase the Performance Index at these 
schools an average of 4 percent, from 68.9 in 2015-16 to 71.5 in 
2016-17. Enrollment in our Vision 2020 neighborhood schools has 
increased by hundreds of students since the program’s inception. 

Students who are proficient in 
math at an early age are more 
successful in understanding 
more complex math in the 
higher grades.

Great student experiences start with 
the best and brightest employees. That’s 
why CPS is making strategic investments 
in our talent to improve employee 
experiences, which in turn improves 
student achievement. 
These investments are paying off. 
In June 2019, Forbes magazine named 
Cincinnati Public Schools one of Ohio’s 
best employers, based on employee 
surveys and other feedback. 

CPS: Making Progress

Increase in number of 
PRESCHOOL STUDENTS 
from 2015-16 to 2018-19

Percentage-point
increase from 2015-16 
to 2018-19

of CPS STUDENTS  
met Ohio’s Third Grade 
Reading Guarantee 
in 2018-19

Key Strategies

CPS Reading Framework includes 

120 minutes daily of reading instruction
— 90 minutes core reading instruction
— 30 minutes remediation and enrichment 
Since 2016, CPS has hired 
— 54 reading specialists to help young readers 

— Unmatchable high-quality partnerships with 
volunteer tutors working one-on-one with readers.

Forbes Names 
CPS One of Ohio’s 
Best Employers

Math Proficiency Counts  

2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16

29,959 30,421 33,530 33,999

2016-17 2017-18 2018-19

34,421 35,97734,816

ENROLLMENT

100%

98%

CPS Preschools 
earn a FOUR- or 
FIVE-STAR RATING

5.6 5.2 Percentage-point 
increase from 
2015-16 to 2018-19 

39%

Proficiency in Sixth Grade MathProficiency in Third Grade Math


